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Intent – What we are trying to achieve? 
Through RE we seek to provide pupils with opportunities to look beyond themselves, ask ‘big questions’ and think globally about life and develop a deeper and richer understanding of the world and its people. We intend for them to gain, through our programmes of study, an appreciation of and respect for diversity; diversity of belief, thinking, culture and heritage. 
At Nunnery Wood our RE curriculum is based on Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus 2020-2025. We give children multiple opportunities to learn about religious and non-religious beliefs throughout their time in school. Children study Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, and Upper Keys stage 2 Atheist and Humanist views. We seek to equip children with a thorough knowledge of the four main religions by finding out about key beliefs, practises, places of worship and symbols associated with each faith. To develop understanding we look at the impact of belief on the believer and the community around them. Once knowledge and understanding are established children acquire the skills needed to make connections between ideologies and practices. Through doing so the children build and develop a  range of skills such as being able to; identify, describe, evaluate, explain, recognize, appreciate, examine, challenge, discern, and connect ideas from several viewpoints and form their own thought and beliefs. These skills along with key knowledge and understanding is how we intend children to become successful learners in RE. 

Implement – What does RE look like at NWPS? 
Curriculum and Planning
[bookmark: _GoBack]RE is taught through enquiry based approach as recommended by Ofsted, beginning with the children’s own life experience before moving on to learning about key aspects of the religion and then thinking about the impact of those beliefs and where connections can be made. When implementing the Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus each unit is taught through an overarching enquiry based question. To ensure this question is thoroughly investigated each unit is broken down into three main aims:
1. Make sense of a range of religions and non-religious beliefs
2. Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs 
3. Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas studied

It is important to have a good knowledge of individual religions before addressing themes and comparing and contrasting different faiths. Therefore as the unit is completed all three aims are visited, so that children accumulate the skills required to answer the enquiry question. Each aim has different skills associated with it:
	Make sense of a range of religions and non-religious beliefs
	Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs 

	Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas studied

	Identify, describe, explain and analyse beliefs and concepts in the context of living religions using appropriate vocabulary.

Explain how and why these beliefs are understood in different ways, by individuals and within communities.

Recognise how and why sources of authority (e.g. texts, teachings, traditions, leaders) are expressed and interpreted in different ways, developing skills of interpretation.

	Examine and explain how and why people express their beliefs in diverse ways.

Recognise and account for ways in which people put their beliefs into action in diverse ways, in their everyday lives, within their communities and in the wider world.

Appreciate and appraise the significance of different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.

	Evaluate, reflect on and enquire into key concepts and questions studied, responding thoughtfully and creatively, giving good reasons for their responses.

Challenge the ideas studied, and allow the ideas studied to challenge their own thinking, articulating beliefs, values and commitments clearly in response.

Discern possible connections between the ideas studied and their own ways of understanding the world, expressing their critical responses and personal reflections with increasing clarity and understanding.




By addressing each aim children gain knowledge of religion or belief, they can explain why that belief or practise is important and make connections between their own thoughts and beliefs and the one they are studying. This is how empathy, compassion and connection is developed during a unit.  As the children move through the program of study they develop lots of different skills. These are not just relevant to RE but are transferable to all areas of the curriculum. 
Personal, Ethical, and Spiritual Development 
To implement the intent of children thinking deeper on a global scale and developing a richer understanding of the world and its people children will be taught how to:
· Ponder challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. 
· Develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development. 
· Explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 
· Build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society. 
· Respect others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice. 
· Consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. 
· Develop empathy, generosity and compassion. 
· Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery. 
· Develop their own spiritual journey.

Classroom 
RE lessons involve lots of shared discussion between pupils.  Children are encouraged to have in-depth conversation, to ask and answer questions and to speak and listen respectfully. It is also expected that lessons will involve regular recording of thinking and learning in books. This may include some extended writing, mind-mapping and the analysis of texts, pictures and artefacts. Expression through art and poetry and other creative media are also key elements of our RE curriculum. Visits and visitors are also part of the way children explore different faiths and religions.  

Impact – What does success look like?
At Nunnery Wood Primary School we want our children to leave us as well rounded individuals who have a good understand of themselves, and of other communities. We will have nurtured children to enable them to develop their own moral code through learning about different faiths and communities in an open, non-judgmental way. This is done through the accumulation of key knowledge about different religions and world views. Then using developed critical thinking skills children can then apply their knowledge to different ethical questions, practises and befits. Teaching in this way facilitates children develop their own ethics and form opinions based on reasoning and understanding. We strive to create an environment in which children feel comfortable to exercise their curiosity and which challenges children to think beyond what they already know. As global citizens the children will have knowledge of people, places, practises and the planet in which we live, and will be equipped with the necessary skills to navigate their way through life in a compassionate, empathetic and informed way. 
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