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                    Nunnery Wood Primary School



 Nunnery Wood Primary School
Prestwich Avenue
Worcester
WR5 1QE
Tel. 01905 354154

May 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,

STARTING “BIG SCHOOL”: SEPTEMBER 2022
 

A very warm welcome to Nunnery Wood Primary School!

We are looking forward to being joined by our new reception children in September, and are pleased to send you details of arrangements that we have made to help them (and you!) to get to know our happy, friendly school before the summer holiday begins. 

We have put together a pack of initial information that we hope that you will find useful, whether or not you already have a child at our school. The pack includes the following: 

· a letter giving dates for your child’s summer term visits to school 
· a “frequently asked questions” information sheet
· a family information questionnaire that is important in helping us to get to know your child and family
· a uniform list 

We hope these will help you to prepare for the first part of your child’s move to big school but if you have any questions at any stage, or if you want to talk something over, please talk to any of the staff or either of us – we’re all here to help! 


With very best wishes, 




Mrs Rachel Higgins                                     Miss Emma Cother 
Headteacher                         Assistant Headteacher – EYFS & Key Stage 1

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers:

Can my child visit the school this summer?

Yes, please! All children will have the opportunity to visit us on two occasions in late June and early July. The first visit, on either June 27th or 28th, will be a short story time with the teachers which parents can stay for if they want to, and the second visit is a longer session on Monday 4th July either in the afternoon or morning. Details specific to your child are in a separate letter in this pack; please return the slip confirming that your child can attend their visits and include an up to date contact number.

What are the arrangements when my child comes for their visits? 

When you bring your child for their visit, please come to the large metal gate on the left hand side of our car park, via the school driveway off Prestwich Avenue. School staff will then meet you and take your child to the classrooms. 

During the visits, the children will be able to play with a range of activities, games and toys, and will be well looked after by school staff and the current Reception children.  At the end of the visit, please collect your child from the same gate off the school drive. A member of the staff team will bring the children to meet you, and let you know how the visit has gone. 

How are the Reception classes organised? 

We have two Reception classes called Oak and Willow, each including a maximum of 30 children and staffed with an experienced Early Years teacher and at least one full-time teaching assistant.   

Our Early Years classes have a purpose-built base within school. Each class has its own classroom, fully equipped with a wide range of resources including up to date ICT equipment. Children also have access to a large shared area for creative activities and outdoor areas, which provide many opportunities for children to learn and develop through play and exploration. We also have purpose-built toilets and cloakrooms for young children.   

Which class will my child be in, and who will their teacher be?

We are sorry to disappoint you - we cannot tell you this at this stage. We will let you know at our “Starting School Meetings” on  Thursday 30th June from 5p.m. (more details below). If your child has any particular friend or child that you feel they would either benefit from being with or would be better being separate from please do let us know when they visit and we will try our best to accommodate this when allocating classes but this cannot be guaranteed. We also liaise closely with pre-school providers to help us in our decisions about classes for children.

Is there an information session or meeting for parents/carers? 

There will be 4 times during the evening of Thursday 30th June when you will be able to come to school (into your child’s new classroom), collect your child’s starting school pack and meet staff. The places in each slot are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis by using the reply slip in this pack. Available times are: 5.00; 5.30; 6.00 and 6.30 pm. There will also be a presentation shared via the school website to accompany your information pack. 

The information packs give you details of which class your child is in and lots more information about starting school. You will also be able to find out about our school meals service from Aspens Catering, our school ParentPay system and our before & after school care ‘The Den’. 

Please return the enclosed reply slip to let us know which session you would like to attend. We will confirm your slot when your child comes for their story time session on either 27th or 28th June. If you do not reply you will be allocated a time slot where there is space and we will not be able to change this.

Will my child be full time straight away in September? 

All children attend part-time for the first two weeks of term – please read the details below carefully. 

From Wednesday 7th September to Friday 16th September all children will attend part-time either mornings or afternoons each day, details will be in the pack you collect on June 30th. 

Starting school in a smaller group for shorter days initially provides children with the chance to become familiar with their new surroundings and adults without becoming too overwhelmed.  This organization and approach has proved successful over many years. If you have a very specific reason for needing mornings or afternoons please let us know and we will do our best to accommodate your request but this cannot be guaranteed.

From Monday 19th September you will then be able to choose from three attendance options, including full time attendance for your child. You can choose full-time, three full days and 2 half days or mornings only depending on your child’s needs, further information will be included in the pack you can collect on June 30th.  We strongly believe that having these options available allows children to be best supported in their transition to school; some children may not be ready for full-time attendance at the start of the year, or that they made require additional support and time to adjust to a school setting. You do not need to decide until September which option you want for your child. 


My child has some additional needs, what do I need to do? 

If your child has any additional or special educational needs please let us know as soon as possible, using the background information form included in this pack. Your child’s pre-school setting should also inform us of any additional support your child has needed or that is currently being provided either at pre-school or through other agencies such as Speech and Language Therapy. Having this information before your child starts school allows us to work with you to ensure that we put in place the right provision to support your child in their transition to school. Please do ring the school and ask to speak to Miss Cother (EYFS Leader) or Miss Anderson (Special Needs Co-ordinator) to share any information and/or  arrange a meeting with us should your child have any additional needs. We will ring you back if we are not immediately available.


We hope that this has answered some of your initial questions; as detailed above more detailed information will be included in the packs you can collect on Thursday 30th June at the ‘Starting School’ meetings. 
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