Autumn Term, September 2023
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to year 6! It really is lovely to see all the children back in school after such a long break. They have done a fantastic job of settling into their new classes really quickly and we know they are going to be a fabulous year 6 team. We hope you had a wonderful summer holiday and are gradually getting back into the term-time routine. We have planned plenty of exciting learning opportunities for the children and our autumn term curriculum is set out in our ‘theme jigsaw’. Below are just a few reminders and some information that we hope you will find useful.

THEME: Our theme this term is entitled ‘Feeling Hot, Hot, Hot!’ - we are aiming to hold on to the summer for as long as possible! Children will study climate change and volcanoes and the impact that they have on people’s lives. We will also be looking to South America to inspire our more creative subjects, such as dance, music and art. 
HOME LEARNING 

· Reading - Children are expected to read at least five times every week and record their reads in their reading diaries. As well as reading to themselves, we hope they will also read aloud to an adult at least three times each week to help develop their fluency and accuracy. In order to support vocabulary development, we ask that children record three unfamiliar or interesting words with their meanings each week. We encourage children to take responsibility for this, however we do ask that an adult signs their journal to confirm each entry. Reading journals will be checked in school every Friday and raffle tickets will be awarded if appropriate. A raffle will take place at the end of each half term for the chance to win a book. We understand that very occasionally it may not be possible to read five times during a week, therefore should you have any problems, please do send in a signed note or have a quick chat with one of us at the classroom door. 
· Times tables and division facts - All children need to demonstrate rapid recall of their multiplication and division facts to 12 x 12. Those who have not yet achieved their Ultimate Bombardment would benefit greatly from securing these facts at home, therefore we ask you to support your child with this whenever you can (little and often is usually the best strategy!). Practice sheets will be brought home each Thursday. Please find an additional letter about our Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs).
· Maths/SPAG - A piece of weekly home learning will be given out each Wednesday to embed aspects of our maths or English curriculum. It is expected to be in class by the following Tuesday, so that we can mark it together.
PE: this will usually be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for both classes. Please ensure that your child has both their named indoor and outdoor kit in school at all times. We do expect children to come fully prepared for all lessons. 
ATTENDANCE: Please ensure your child attends school as often as possible – it really is important that they don’t miss a day of learning unless they are too poorly to join us. Our doors open at 8:35am every morning and there will always be an activity on the board to start the day’s learning off; please encourage your child to be ready to come into their classroom promptly at this time.

UNIFORM/EQUIPMENT: As storage space is very limited, we ask that only small bags containing PE kits, packed lunches and water bottles are brought in. Pencil cases are not needed as all resources are provided. We also ask that school rules are upheld and children do not wear boots, trainers, nail varnish, large or colourful hair accessories or anything other than silver/gold studs in their ears. Whist we actively encourage children to wear a watch to school (especially analogue-style), we must remind you that your child is responsible for looking after his/her own watch and therefore you may decide that it is not worn on PE or special event days. Mobiles may be brought into school if absolutely necessary. They will be locked away and returned at the end of each day. Please note, they must be switched off at all times when on site.
WOODLAND: A woodland session will be held every other Friday for our year 6 children. The first session will be on Friday 22nd September and following sessions will be on Friday 6th October and Friday 20th October. Please ensure suitable old clothes and trainers/wellies are brought in on these days.
SHARING OUR TALENTS: Once termly we will have a year group ‘Sharing our talents’ assembly, which will provide the children with the opportunity to share any achievements from outside of school. We will inform children when this is closer to the time.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

Stunning Start (dance workshop): Tuesday 13th September (PE kits needed)
Meet the Teacher: 5pm on Thursday 14th September 

Macmillan Bake Off: 9 am on Friday 29th September 

Residential meeting for parents – 5pm on Thursday 9th November

Residential – Wed 22nd to Friday 24th November 

Carol Service – Thursday 7th December 

SATS meeting for parents – 5pm on Tuesday 16th January
WW2 History Day (visitor) – Friday 2nd February 

Cinema Trip: Autumn term and Summer term. (No charge. Dates TBC)
London Trip: Date and cost TBC

Bellboating: Summer term (approx £15)

Fiver Challenge Finale: 9am on Friday 21st June
Y6 show: 11th July 2pm 

Leavers assembly: 18th July 9am
That’s all for now! As always, if you have any concerns or if issues crop up, please do pop over for a quick conversation before school or email the office - we are always here to help.  

Tracey Wheeler                           Oliver Pass                      Kerri Knox                      Jayne Gladstone                 Megan Hemming
