Apple and Aspen - Autumn 2024
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to a new school year and a very warm welcome to Year 2! We hope this letter finds you all well and you managed to have a relaxing summer break. We are certainly very proud of how all the children have settled so quickly into school life again, coming into school happy and keen to learn. They are certainly enthusiastic and ready for their learning in Year 2.  We hope you can join us our ‘Meet the Teacher’ event on Wednesday 18th September. If you are unable to make it, a copy of the information shared will be available on our class page on the school website. 
Autumn Theme: We have lots of exciting and engaging activities planned for this half term! Our theme is “We are all Superheroes!” Much of our work in English, Geography, Art, Science and PSHE will be linked to this theme, exploring what we look like; how our bodies work and how we keep them healthy; and what makes us unique and special.  We will use a range of texts to practise our reading and writing skills, including nouns, adjectives and verbs to describe a superhero’s actions and practice our instruction writing skills.  Full details of our learning for this term can be found on our Autmn term ‘jigsaw.’ 
P.E. and Woodland: Both classes will have outdoor PE on a Monday and indoor PE on a Thursday. Children need both their indoor and outdoor kit in school at all times and everything must be clearly named. Please ensure your child has the appropriate PE kit which includes a plain white t-shirt and black shorts as well as a black tracksuit for outdoor PE and suitable trainers. Please ensure children only wear studded earrings, ideally these should be removed on PE days.  As of the week commencing 9th September, Year 2 will be participating in Woodland activities on Wednesdays every other week (so the first session will be on Wednesday 11th for Apple class).  Please bring named wellies, a waterproof and woodland clothes to school in a named bag on those days. A timetable will be visible on the classroom doors as well as on our class webpage. 
Home Learning/Reading: We are looking forward to helping you support your child with their learning.  In Year 2, the focus is on developing a love of reading therefore all children are expected to read at least five times a week and their reads recorded in their reading diary. These will be checked daily in school so please ensure children bring them each day. As you know, avid readers make brilliant writers and reading is crucial for children’s learning. We appreciate that occasionally it is not always possible to read five times a week, therefore should you have any problems, please do send in a signed note or have a quick chat with a member of the Year 2 team at the classroom door. Occasionally, we will send maths games for you to play together at home to supplement current maths learning. 
Trips: Further information regarding any trips that are taking place will be sent via Arbor. Please ensure the school office have your current contact details to ensure you receive all necessary correspondence. 
Important dates:
Wednesday 18th September, 5pm – Year 2 ‘Meet the teacher’
Tuesday 15th October, 2.30 – Harvest Festival
Wednesday 23rd & Thursday 24th October – Parents evening

Friday 8th November – Open morning

Wednesday 4th December, 4.45 – School Disco

Wednesday 11th December, 2pm – Year 2 Nativity

Wednesday 18th December – Pantomime visit

We are very much looking forward to working with you and getting to know you better.  As always, if you have any concerns or if issues crop up, please do pop in and speak to any member of the team – we are here to help.  Best Wishes,
Helen Rowley, Sam Marshall and Helen Mackinnon – Year 2 class teachers
Nikki Parsons and Emilie Benson – Teaching Assistants

