Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome back! We hope you had a lovely, fun and relaxing summer holiday. We are really excited about our year ahead and have planned lots of fantastic learning opportunities for the children. We are beginning the year with our first topic ‘It’s a kind of magic!’ The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a range of magical activities as part of our stunning start and they looked fantastic dressed as wizards, witches and mythical creatures. 
PE will be on Tuesdays and Fridays. On Fridays, the children will start the term by learning how to play tag rugby. For indoor PE, we will be designing and completing circuits. With this in mind, children will need both indoor and outdoor PE kits in school (please ensure they are clearly labelled!). 
Home learning expectations: 
	Subject
	Expectations

	Reading

(reading diaries will be collected and marked every Friday)
	· Five reads per week.  
· We would encourage three of these reads to include children reading aloud to parents / carers / family members. 
· Please be aware that children are expected to read at home. It is their responsibility to ensure you sign their reading journal. 
· We understand that very occasionally it may not be possible to read five times during a week, therefore should you have any problems, please do send in a signed note or have a quick chat with one of us at the classroom door.
· When completing five reads per week they will receive a reading token which will be collected and put into a prize draw which will take place at the end of each half term. 

	English
(home learning will be collected and marked on Wednesdays)
	· A fortnightly English activity.  It could be a reading-based activity, spellings, writing, grammar, punctuation etc.  It will link to what we are currently focusing on in English during that week.

	Maths

(home learning will be collected and marked on Wednesdays)
	· A fortnightly maths activity/challenge.  This is also linked to whatever we have been learning about in school.

	Times tables

(children can return their Times Tables Challenge sheets any day during the week)

(Times Tables Rockstars achievements will be celebrated in class on a Wednesday alongside other home learning tasks)


	· We have a Thursday times table challenge each week and both classes will be desperate to win ‘Times Table Ted’! Children will take home their weekly Times Tables Challenge sheets. It is expected that they share their score with you and it is recommended that they complete the reverse of the sheet. This is another opportunity for them to practise before the next challenge! For each completed sheet, pupils will receive value vouchers as a reward.
· Once we have formally introduced Times Tables Rockstars, we will expect the children to play games to help them learn their tables.  https://ttrockstars.com/

	Topic Project
	· Towards the end of each term, we will deviate from our home learning schedule because children will complete a project linking to their topic work.


Updates and reminders:

· The children will have regular year group assemblies to celebrate their achievements on Times Tables Rockstars.
· In the spring term, the children in year 4 will be performing in a school production. The date is TBC. 
· We are currently organising trips and visitors for the academic year. We will let you know as soon as we have confirmation of these events and inform you of required payments. 
· Once termly, we will have a year group ‘Sharing our talents’ assembly, this will provide the children with the opportunity to share any achievements from outside of school. We will inform children when this is. 
· Woodland sessions will take place in Spring and Summer term. 
· It is important that children attend school regularly otherwise their learning may be impacted. Please ensure that children arrive promptly at school by 8:35am; this is when our school day begins.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do let us know via the school office. 
Many thanks
Miss Jenkins   &   Mr Pass
(Year 4 teachers)                       

