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Year 4 Spring Term Letter

Dear Parents and Carers 
We have been incredibly impressed with how the children have settled back into school after the Christmas holidays. There are lots of exciting learning opportunities this term and we are keen to share our plans with you.

This term our topic is ‘Savage Saxons and Vicious Vikings’. Within this unit, we will have a real emphasis on history and learning about settlements in Britain. Our English will link in with this as we will be writing stories about dragons. In science, the children will be learning about living things and their habitats in Spring 1 and states of matter in Spring 2. Please read our curriculum Jigsaw for further details about our learning this term. 
PE:

This term, our PE slots are:
Tuesday - indoor

Friday - outdoor
With this in mind, children will need both indoor and outdoor PE kits in school (please ensure they are clearly labelled!) 
Woodland:

Woodland sessions for Year 4 will take place this term. The dates for these sessions are attached to this email. It is important to note that the weather can be cold during January and February. Therefore, we kindly ask you to ensure that your child is equipped with warm clothing, including extra socks, waterproofs, a hat, gloves and wellies. 
Times Tables:
As previously mentioned, Year 4 pupils will complete the Multiplication Times Table Check (MTC) in the Summer Term. This test is set by the government. Learning times tables is a focus during our maths lessons in school and we provide the children with opportunities to practise. However, it is essential that the children continue to practise at home in order to develop their fluency. 

We have regularly mentioned Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) to help your child practise. TTRS allows us to identify children who need further support based on their speed and accuracy. We have established a home learning expectation that the children must complete a set amount of time each week on Garage Mode. In school, we are awarding certificates as incentives as some children are truly going above and beyond to practise!

If you encounter any problems logging in to TTRS, or accessing technology, please let us know and we will try to help. The children’s TTRS log in information is in their reading diaries. 
Reading Diaries:

To continue to develop their reading fluency, we expect the children to read five times per week. This should be recorded in their reading diaries.

Reading diaries will be marked on Fridays. Please remember to keep your child’s reading diary in their bag each day – this means that teachers can regularly assess your child’s reading progress and record any reads completed at school.
Year 4 Production:

The Year 4 production this term will be ‘Peter Pan’. We will share this exciting news with the children in the next few weeks. The date for the Year 4 production is Tuesday 8th April in the Spring 2 term. We will let you know further details about this in the upcoming weeks. 

At the end of this term, we will be holding auditions. We will then give the children their parts before the February half term.  

Please ensure that your child learns their lines at home in order to help them with rehearsals in school. We find that practising little and often is the way forward! The children will have a script to keep at home and another to keep in school. Before the February half term, there will be letters sent home regarding each child’s role and costume requirements. The staff are aiming to provide/make as much as possible to reduce the need for parents to buy items.

Trips:
We have organised some exciting trips for the children:
Worcester Cathedral - Friday 4th April    

Payment required via Arbor - £6.80     
EnviroSort – date to be confirmed
No payment required

Further details regarding each trip will be sent to you via email closer to each trip date.
Many thanks
Miss Jenkins and Mr Pass
(Year 4 teachers)                       

