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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 2025


1.Introduction – Vision and Rationale

Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’. Our RE curriculum is based on Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus.
Religious Education is taught in our school because it makes: “a major contribution to the education of children and young people. At its best, it is intellectually challenging and personally enriching. It helps young people develop beliefs and values, and promotes the virtues of respect and empathy, which are important in our diverse society. It fosters civilized debate and reasoned argument, and helps pupils to understand the place of religion and belief in the modern world”. (RE: realising the potential, Ofsted 2013).

At Nunnery Wood Primary we believe in learning and growing together. This is strengthened as we learn more about ourselves and communities through RE. RE also helps us to further understand and deepen our knowledge of what our school values truly mean and how to apply them in our lives. 

2. Aims and objectives

The principle aim of the Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus:
‘The principle aim of religious education is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religions and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and way of living’

To achieve the principle aim Nunnery Wood Primary school teach each unit through one main enquiry question. This is broken down into three main elements to ensure thorough understanding: 
1. Make sense of a range of religions and non-religious beliefs
2. Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs 
3. Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas studied
Through doing so the children develop skills to help them to; identify, describe, evaluate, explain, recognize, appreciate, examine, challenge, discern, and connect ideas from several religious and non-religious and form their own thought and beliefs. 








3. Planning, resources, teaching and learning  

At Nunnery Wood Primary school RE should:
· Be a enquiry based approach as recommended by Ofsted, beginning with the children’s own life experience before moving into learning about and from religion. 
· Provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. 
· Develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development. 
· Encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 
· Enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society. 
· Teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice. 
· Prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. 
· Encourage empathy, generosity and compassion. 
· Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery. 
· Nurture children’s own spiritual development.

Time requirements and Program of study

	Age 
	4-5 year olds
(Reception)
	5-7 year olds 
(KS1)
	8-11 year old
(KS2)

	Time requirements (over the year)
	36 hours  
	36 hours
	45 hours

	Program of study
	Compulsory and should be taught according to Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus 




Units and Religions studied 

	EYFS
	Religions studied 

	Being special: Where do we belong? 
	Thematic  

	Why is Christmas special for Christians?
	Christianity 

	Why is the word God important to Christians?
	Christianity 

	Why is Easter special to Christians? 
	Christianity 

	What places are special and why? 
	Christianity

	What time/ Stories are special and why?
	Thematic 






	Year 1
	Religions studied 

	What does it mean to belong to a community?
	Thematic 

	What do Christians believe God is like? 
	Christianity 

	Who is Jewish and how do they live? (Split over 2 terms)
	Judaism

	Who do Christians say made the world?
	Christianity 

	How should we care for the world and others? Why does it matter?
	Thematic 




	Year 2
	Religions studied 

	Who is a Muslin and how do they live? (Split over 2 terms)
	Islam 

	Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
	Christianity

	Why does Easter matter to Christians? 
	Christianity

	What is the ‘good news’ Christian’s believe Jesus Brings?
	Christianity

	What makes some places sacred to believers? 
	Thematic 



	Year 3 
	Religions studied 

	What do Christians learn from the creation story? 
	Christianity

	What is it like for someone to follow God?
	Christianity

	How do festivals and worship show what matters to a Muslim?
	Islam

	How do festivals and family life show what matters to Jewish people?
	Judaism 

	What kind of world did Jesus want?
	Christianity

	How and why do people try to make the world a better place?
	Thematic 



	Year 4
	Religions studied 

	What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important to Christians? 
	Christianity

	What do Hindus believe God is like? 
	Hinduism

	What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today?
	Hinduism 

	Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? 
	Christianity

	How do people from religious and non-religious communities celebrate festivals?
	Worldviews

	How and why do people mark significant events of life?
	Thematic 



	Year 5
	Religions studied 

	What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving?
	Christianity

	What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?
	Islam 

	Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah?
	Christianity

	Why is the Torah so important to Jewish people?
	Judaism

	How do Christians decide how to live? ’What would Jesus do?’
	Christianity

	What matters most to Humanists and Christians?/What does it mean to be a Humanist in Britain today?
	Worldviews 



	Year 6
	Religions studied 

	Creation and science conflicting or complementary? 
	Christianity

	Why do Hindus want to be good?
	Hinduism 

	For Christians, what kind of king is Jesus? 
	Christianity

	What do religious and non-religious worldviews teach about caring for the world?
	Worldviews

	What can be done to reduce racism? Can religion help?
	Thematic



 Resources
Wherever possible real-life artefacts and photographs are used to enhance the teaching and learning of R.E.
A valuable resource is the local faith community and places of worship which are used in every year to provide visitors and visits.

SEN and Inclusion 

R.E. is a statutory subject within the curriculum and has ‘equal standing in relation to National Curriculum subjects’. Therefore as part of quality first teaching, children’s needs and barriers to learning are addressed throughout the lessons. Inclusivity is embedded into the philosophy of RE and how it is taught. Teachers will tailor each enquiry to meet the needs of the children in their classes. To support this differentiation, many enquiries suggest creative learning activities that allow children to choose the media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential.

Legal rights

All children are entitled to religious education. It is part of a broad and balanced curriculum, something that Nunnery Wood Primary School prides itself on. 
RE is determined locally, not nationally. Our syllabus is agreed by an Agreed syllabus conference by the local authority. 

We recognise the right of parents to withdraw children from R.E. and/or collective worship if they so wish. This right was first granted when RE was actual religious instruction. RE is very different now, it explores lots of religions and world views and invites children to learn about the people and places in this world to nurture tolerance and respect for differences through knowledge and understanding. 
Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the Religious Education. Those parents/carers wishing to exercise this right are invited in to see the head teacher and/or RE Leader who will explore any concerns and discuss any impact that withdrawal may have on the child. The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are aware of the RE syllabus and that it is relevant to all pupils, and respects their own personal beliefs. Parents will be made aware of the learning objectives and what is covered in the RE curriculum and should be given the opportunity to discuss this, if they wish. The school may also wish to review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents. The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents and it should be made clear whether it is from the whole of the subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given. Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be respected, and where RE is integrated in the curriculum, the school will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or carers to explore how the child’s withdrawal can be best accommodated. Once a child has been withdrawn they cannot take part in the RE programme until the request for withdrawal has been removed. As a school it is our duty to inform our local Standing Advisory Council on RE regarding the numbers of children being withdrawn.
6. Recording and Assessment 

Progress throughout the school is mapped through the long term school plan. This ensures multiple religious and world views are explored and that children build on their skills and knowledge gained in previous years.
Progression within a year will be tracked on insight at the end of each term but in relation to each unit covered. At the end of each key stage the children will be assessed in accordance to the end of key stage outcomes set out by the Worcestershire Agreed Syllabus.  

7. Monitoring 

The RE leader monitors delivery of the syllabus through observation and discussion with teaching staff, as well as discussions with children and scrutiny of their written work to ensure consistent and coherent curriculum provision. Evaluation of the programme’s effectiveness is conducted on the basis of: 
• Pupil and teacher evaluation of the content and learning processes 
• Staff meetings to review and share experience 
• Monitoring of assessment to ensure progression throughout the school.

The policy for RE will also be reviewed by the RE lead. 


Helen Rowley March 2025
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