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We teach the children sets of ‘Tricky Words’ – words that have a 
tricky bit in them. These are words that cannot be sounded out 
using our phonic knowledge. The children will have to learn to 
recognise these words in reading books and to spell them in 
writing. In the classroom, children have ‘Tricky Word’ mats to 
support them in their writing. The tricky words are presented in a 
shape and colour to support the use of a tricky word mat in 
school. An example of a ‘Tricky Word’ mat can be found inside 
your child’s Reading Record. We will teach all the yellow and blue 
words by the end of the academic year. 
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